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General InformationGeneral InformationGeneral InformationGeneral Information
Name: Name: AfghanistanAfghanistan

Location: Location: AsiaAsia

Government:Government: Islamic RepublicIslamic RepublicGovernment: Government: Islamic RepublicIslamic Republic

LanguageLanguage: Afghan Persian or Dari (official) 50%, Pashtu (official) : Afghan Persian or Dari (official) 50%, Pashtu (official) 
35%, Turkic languages (primarily Uzbek and Turkmen) 11%, 30 35%, Turkic languages (primarily Uzbek and Turkmen) 11%, 30 , g g (p y ) ,, g g (p y ) ,
minor languages (primarily Balochi and Pashai) 4%.minor languages (primarily Balochi and Pashai) 4%.

Major Religion:Major Religion: Sunni Muslim 80%, Shi'a Muslim 19%, other 1%.Sunni Muslim 80%, Shi'a Muslim 19%, other 1%.

Major Ethic Groups: Major Ethic Groups: Pashtun 42%, Tajik 27%, Harare 9%, Uzbek Pashtun 42%, Tajik 27%, Harare 9%, Uzbek 
9%, Aimaq 4%, Turkmen 3%, Baloch 2%, other 4%.9%, Aimaq 4%, Turkmen 3%, Baloch 2%, other 4%.



Area: totalArea: total:: 647,500 sq km 647,500 sq km 
land:land: 647,500 sq km 647,500 sq km 
water:water: 0 sq km0 sq km

Land boundaries: totalLand boundaries: total:: 5,529 km 5,529 km 

border countries:border countries: China 76 km, Iran 936 km, Pakistan 2,430 km, China 76 km, Iran 936 km, Pakistan 2,430 km, 
Tajikistan 1,206 km, Turkmenistan 744 km, Uzbekistan 137 kmTajikistan 1,206 km, Turkmenistan 744 km, Uzbekistan 137 km

Population: Population: 33,609,937 (July 2009 est.)33,609,937 (July 2009 est.)

Administrative divisions:Administrative divisions: 34 provinces34 provincespp

Independence: Independence: 19 August 1919 from UK 19 August 1919 from UK 



Constitution:Constitution: new constitution drafted 14 December 2003new constitution drafted 14 December 2003--4 January4 JanuaryConstitution: Constitution: new constitution drafted 14 December 2003new constitution drafted 14 December 2003 4 January 4 January 
2004; signed 16 January 2004; ratified 26 January 2004 2004; signed 16 January 2004; ratified 26 January 2004 

Currency (code):Currency (code): Afghani (AFA)Afghani (AFA)Currency (code): Currency (code): Afghani (AFA)Afghani (AFA)



GreetingGreetingGreetingGreeting

GreetingsGreetings areare veryvery importantimportant andand usuallyusuallyGreetingsGreetings areare veryvery importantimportant andand usuallyusually
consistconsist ofof aa lengthylengthy exchangeexchange ofof questionsquestions
regardingregarding youryour healthhealth thethe wellwell--beingbeing ofofregardingregarding youryour health,health, thethe wellwell beingbeing ofof
youryour familyfamily andand generalgeneral pleasantriespleasantries..
AskingAsking someonesomeone aa directdirect questionquestion withoutwithoutAskingAsking someonesomeone aa directdirect questionquestion withoutwithout
goinggoing throughthrough thethe greetinggreeting questionsquestions first,first,
isis usuallyusually consideredconsidered veryvery ruderudeisis usuallyusually consideredconsidered veryvery ruderude..



WhenWhen meetingmeeting someonesomeone thethe handshakehandshake isisWhenWhen meetingmeeting someonesomeone thethe handshakehandshake isis
thethe mostmost commoncommon formform onon greetinggreeting.. YouYou
willwill alsoalso seesee peoplepeople placeplace theirtheir handshands overoverwillwill alsoalso seesee peoplepeople placeplace theirtheir handshands overover
theirtheir heartshearts andand nodnod slightlyslightly..



Men Greeting MenMen Greeting MenMen Greeting MenMen Greeting Men

MenMen usuallyusually shakeshake handshands whenwhen greetinggreetingMenMen usuallyusually shakeshake handshands whenwhen greetinggreeting
oneone anotheranother duringduring anan initialinitial meetingmeeting asas
wellwell asas inin formalformal situationssituations HuggingHugging andandwellwell asas inin formalformal situationssituations.. HuggingHugging andand
backslappingbackslapping areare commoncommon greetingsgreetings
amongamong friendsfriends andand familyfamily membersmembersamongamong friendsfriends andand familyfamily membersmembers..
SomeSome maymay exchangeexchange kisseskisses onon thethe cheekcheek..



Women Greeting WomenWomen Greeting WomenWomen Greeting WomenWomen Greeting Women

WomenWomen generallygenerally kisskiss eacheach otherotherWomenWomen generallygenerally kisskiss eacheach other,other,
startingstarting withwith thethe leftleft cheekcheek andand thenthen
switchingswitching toto thethe rightright cheekcheek SomeSome willwillswitchingswitching toto thethe rightright cheekcheek.. SomeSome willwill
kisskiss oneone cheek,cheek, butbut mostmost kisskiss twotwo oror fourfour
oror eveneven upup 88 timestimes (alternating(alternating cheeks)cheeks)oror eveneven upup 88 timestimes (alternating(alternating cheeks)cheeks)..
AA handshakehandshake isis commoncommon forfor initialinitial
meetingsmeetingsmeetingsmeetings..



Greetings between Men and Greetings between Men and 
WWWomenWomen

WomenWomen andand MenMen willwill notnot shakeshake handshandsWomenWomen andand MenMen willwill notnot shakeshake handshands..
However,However, ifif initiatedinitiated byby womanwoman therethere isis nono
problemproblem ItIt generallygenerally notnot acceptableacceptable forforproblemproblem.. ItIt generallygenerally notnot acceptableacceptable forfor
womenwomen toto bebe touchedtouched oror touchtouch menmen..



Mixing Between GendersMixing Between GendersMixing Between GendersMixing Between Genders

Free mixing between genders only takes place Free mixing between genders only takes place g g y pg g y p
within families and close relatives.within families and close relatives.

In professional situations such as at business orIn professional situations such as at business orIn professional situations such as at business or In professional situations such as at business or 
universities, males and females may be couniversities, males and females may be co--
workers, but are nevertheless cautious to workers, but are nevertheless cautious to 

i t i h th ’ hi t i h th ’ hmaintain each other’s honor.maintain each other’s honor.

If a man speaks to a woman directly in a socialIf a man speaks to a woman directly in a socialIf a man speaks to a woman directly in a social If a man speaks to a woman directly in a social 
context (not in the office), he is dishonoring her. context (not in the office), he is dishonoring her. 
If a man speaks to a women on the street, this If a man speaks to a women on the street, this 
is also equally inappropriateis also equally inappropriateis also equally inappropriate.is also equally inappropriate.



On the other hand, foreign men should On the other hand, foreign men should , g, g
note that it is inappropriate to initiate note that it is inappropriate to initiate 
social conversation with as Afghan social conversation with as Afghan gg
woman, and a foreign man should not ask woman, and a foreign man should not ask 
an Afghan man about his wife or female an Afghan man about his wife or female gg
relatives.relatives.

Unless married, men and women should Unless married, men and women should 
never touch one another under anynever touch one another under anynever touch one another under any never touch one another under any 
circumstances.circumstances.



If you happen to take photo of a femaleIf you happen to take photo of a femaleIf you happen to take photo of a female If you happen to take photo of a female 
Afghan, seek permission before you do so.Afghan, seek permission before you do so.



Business CardsBusiness CardsBusiness CardsBusiness Cards

BCs are not widely used in AfghanistanBCs are not widely used in AfghanistanBCs are not widely used in Afghanistan. BCs are not widely used in Afghanistan. 

If i BC t k it tf llIf i BC t k it tf llIf you are given a BC, take it respectfully If you are given a BC, take it respectfully 
and study it so that they see that you are and study it so that they see that you are 

di ti id i th idi ti id i th ispending time considering their spending time considering their 
credentials. credentials. 

Use your right hand for exchanging BC.Use your right hand for exchanging BC.y g g gy g g g



It is good to have your BC translated intoIt is good to have your BC translated intoIt is good to have your BC translated into It is good to have your BC translated into 
Dari or Pashtu.Dari or Pashtu.



Official MeetingOfficial MeetingOfficial MeetingOfficial Meeting
Business meetingsBusiness meetings do not usually begin on time, do not usually begin on time, 
h it i d id f f i t b t lh it i d id f f i t b t lhowever it is a good idea for a foreigner to be punctual. however it is a good idea for a foreigner to be punctual. 

Small talk almost always precedes any formal Small talk almost always precedes any formal y p yy p y
conversations.conversations. It's appropriate to inquire about one's It's appropriate to inquire about one's 
health, families, etc before the meeting starts.health, families, etc before the meeting starts.

If the meeting involves a group of people it will be led by If the meeting involves a group of people it will be led by 
a person who will se the agenda, the content. Honor and a person who will se the agenda, the content. Honor and 
shame should always be considered. Always express shame should always be considered. Always express 

lf i th t i t di t i bllf i th t i t di t i blyourself in a way that in not direct or pins blame on yourself in a way that in not direct or pins blame on 
someone. Never make accusations or speak down to someone. Never make accusations or speak down to 
anyone.anyone.



It is not appropriate It is not appropriate to to pass gas pass gas or blow your or blow your pp ppp p p gp g yy
nose in front of Afghans. If you must blow your nose in front of Afghans. If you must blow your 
nose, leave the table.nose, leave the table.

Do not sleep or doze off in meeting or public, if Do not sleep or doze off in meeting or public, if 
you are jet lagged, give you are jet lagged, give an an apology.apology.

The "get to the point" mentality is usually seen The "get to the point" mentality is usually seen 
asas rude.rude. Setting a friendly mood will get you a Setting a friendly mood will get you a 
l t f th th t i t b di t b tl t f th th t i t b di t b tlot further than trying to be direct about lot further than trying to be direct about 
anything. anything. 



Interruptions are quite common andInterruptions are quite common andInterruptions are quite common and Interruptions are quite common and 
agendas tend to be followed loosely if at agendas tend to be followed loosely if at 
allall It's best to remain patient and followIt's best to remain patient and followall.all. It s best to remain patient and follow It s best to remain patient and follow 
along.along.



What to WearWhat to WearWhat to WearWhat to Wear

Men should wear proper suites and shoesMen should wear proper suites and shoesMen should wear proper suites and shoes.Men should wear proper suites and shoes.

W h ld l d d tlW h ld l d d tlWomen should always dress up modestly Women should always dress up modestly 
and conservatively and should have and conservatively and should have 
h d f hil ti ith ffi i lh d f hil ti ith ffi i lheadscarf while meeting with officials or headscarf while meeting with officials or 
walking in public.walking in public.



Gift GivingGift GivingGift GivingGift Giving
Never offer alcoholic drinks. However, if you know from Never offer alcoholic drinks. However, if you know from 
first hand experience that the receiver drinks you mayfirst hand experience that the receiver drinks you mayfirst hand experience that the receiver drinks you may first hand experience that the receiver drinks you may 
do so but covertly to avoid shame.do so but covertly to avoid shame.

Th fi t ti t ' h it i ti lTh fi t ti t ' h it i ti lThe first time you go to someone's house, it is optional The first time you go to someone's house, it is optional 
to bring a small gift (desserts orto bring a small gift (desserts or pastries).pastries).

When bringing a gift, be subtle in how it is given. Do not When bringing a gift, be subtle in how it is given. Do not 
immediately give the present but rather discreetly place immediately give the present but rather discreetly place 
it near the door or where you sit downit near the door or where you sit downit near the door or where you sit down.it near the door or where you sit down.



Gifts are usually wrapped nicely andGifts are usually wrapped nicely andGifts are usually wrapped nicely and Gifts are usually wrapped nicely and 
presented in apresented in a subtle manner. Green is subtle manner. Green is 
good for weddingsgood for weddingsgood for weddings.good for weddings.



ReligionReligionReligionReligion

Islam is practiced by the majority/all ofIslam is practiced by the majority/all ofIslam is practiced by the majority/all of Islam is practiced by the majority/all of 
Afghans and governs much of their Afghans and governs much of their 
personal political economic and legalpersonal political economic and legalpersonal, political, economic and legal personal, political, economic and legal 
lives.lives.

Among certain obligation for Muslims are Among certain obligation for Muslims are 
t i (5) ti dt i (5) ti d At iAt ito pray give (5) times a day to pray give (5) times a day –– At morning, At morning, 
noon, afternoon, sunset and evening.noon, afternoon, sunset and evening.



Supervisors/managers are recommendedSupervisors/managers are recommendedSupervisors/managers are recommended Supervisors/managers are recommended 
to release their Afghan staff during the to release their Afghan staff during the 
time of praytime of praytime of pray.time of pray.



During the holy month of Ramadan (oneDuring the holy month of Ramadan (oneDuring the holy month of Ramadan (one During the holy month of Ramadan (one 
month each year) all Muslims must fast month each year) all Muslims must fast 
from dawn to dusk. Fasting includes nofrom dawn to dusk. Fasting includes nofrom dawn to dusk. Fasting includes no from dawn to dusk. Fasting includes no 
eating, drinking, cigarette smoking, or eating, drinking, cigarette smoking, or 
gum chewing.gum chewing.gu c e ggu c e g

Foreigners are advised to do their best toForeigners are advised to do their best toForeigners are advised to do their best to Foreigners are advised to do their best to 
avoid eating or drinking in front of avoid eating or drinking in front of 
Afghans (Optional) but is excellent to doAfghans (Optional) but is excellent to doAfghans (Optional) but is excellent to do Afghans (Optional) but is excellent to do 
so. And should not do so in public.so. And should not do so in public.



During this month Afghans usually workDuring this month Afghans usually workDuring this month, Afghans usually work During this month, Afghans usually work 
six (6) hours daily (There is no restriction six (6) hours daily (There is no restriction 
by religion if they work more or less)by religion if they work more or less)by religion if they work more or less)by religion if they work more or less)



Afghans are sensitive about their religion, Afghans are sensitive about their religion, g g ,g g ,
speaking to them negatively about their speaking to them negatively about their 
religion makes them unhappy.religion makes them unhappy.g ppyg ppy



DoDoDoDo

Most of Afghan employees perform theMost of Afghan employees perform theMost of Afghan employees perform the Most of Afghan employees perform the 
noon and the afternoon prayers in the noon and the afternoon prayers in the 
office; they should be allowed time to do office; they should be allowed time to do ; y; y
so.so.

In many occasions In many occasions –– but not all but not all –– male male 
and female are served and eat separately. and female are served and eat separately. p yp y
If you want to eat food there, consider If you want to eat food there, consider 
this please.this please.



DO shake hands with your AfghanDO shake hands with your AfghanDO shake hands with your Afghan DO shake hands with your Afghan 
colleagues when arriving and leaving colleagues when arriving and leaving 
business discussions. Should an Afghanbusiness discussions. Should an Afghanbusiness discussions. Should an Afghan business discussions. Should an Afghan 
place their right hand over their heart place their right hand over their heart 
after shaking hands, it is appropriate to after shaking hands, it is appropriate to a te s a g a ds, t s app op ate toa te s a g a ds, t s app op ate to
reciprocate this gesture. When greeting a reciprocate this gesture. When greeting a 
female colleague however, you should female colleague however, you should g , yg , y
always wait for her to initiate the always wait for her to initiate the 
handshake. handshake. 



DO dress suitably and in a conservativeDO dress suitably and in a conservativeDO dress suitably and in a conservative DO dress suitably and in a conservative 
manner. This is especially important for manner. This is especially important for 
women meeting with officials, must wearwomen meeting with officials, must wearwomen meeting with officials, must wear women meeting with officials, must wear 
modest clothing that covers the arms and modest clothing that covers the arms and 
legs in particular. A headscarf is also legs in particular. A headscarf is also egs pa t cu a eadsca s a soegs pa t cu a eadsca s a so
advisable. advisable. 



Do NotDo NotDo NotDo Not

Please do not eat and drink in publicPlease do not eat and drink in publicPlease do not eat and drink in public Please do not eat and drink in public 
during the month of Ramadan. (morning during the month of Ramadan. (morning 
till evening).till evening).g)g)

Culturally it is not acceptable to shakeCulturally it is not acceptable to shakeCulturally it is not acceptable to shake Culturally it is not acceptable to shake 
hands with Afghan female employee if not hands with Afghan female employee if not 
initiated by themselves. It is ok for a initiated by themselves. It is ok for a yy
female to initiate a handshake with female to initiate a handshake with 
another female.another female.



Do not touch Afghan females under anyDo not touch Afghan females under anyDo not touch Afghan females under any Do not touch Afghan females under any 
circumstances. Is it ok for female to touch circumstances. Is it ok for female to touch 
a female.a female.a female.a female.

Culturally it is not polite to pass gas orCulturally it is not polite to pass gas orCulturally it is not polite to pass gas or Culturally it is not polite to pass gas or 
blow nose in front of Afghans.blow nose in front of Afghans.

Do not walk in front of someone while Do not walk in front of someone while 
he/she is praying.he/she is praying.



Do not use curse words in conversationDo not use curse words in conversationDo not use curse words in conversation Do not use curse words in conversation 
with Afghans.with Afghans.

Avoid unnecessary touchAvoid unnecessary touch



Make sure that meeting schedules (withMake sure that meeting schedules (withMake sure that meeting schedules (with Make sure that meeting schedules (with 
Afghan government senior officials) do not Afghan government senior officials) do not 
touch prayer timestouch prayer timestouch prayer times.touch prayer times.

DON’T t iti i Af hDON’T t iti i Af hDON’T correct or criticize your Afghan DON’T correct or criticize your Afghan 
associates in front of other business associates in front of other business 

ll thill thicolleagues, as this may cause colleagues, as this may cause 
embarrassment and harm the individual’s embarrassment and harm the individual’s 

f hf hsense of honor. sense of honor. 



DON’T inquire too much about a maleDON’T inquire too much about a maleDON T inquire too much about a male DON T inquire too much about a male 
colleague’s wife or female relatives during colleague’s wife or female relatives during 
initial business introductions. To ainitial business introductions. To ainitial business introductions. To a initial business introductions. To a 
traditional Afghan male, this is not traditional Afghan male, this is not 
considered a topic for public conversation considered a topic for public conversation co s de ed a top c o pub c co e sat oco s de ed a top c o pub c co e sat o
but rather a private matter and as such but rather a private matter and as such 
could be taken offensively. could be taken offensively. yy



DON’T be surprised if during businessDON’T be surprised if during businessDON T be surprised if during business DON T be surprised if during business 
conversation your Afghan counterpart conversation your Afghan counterpart 
stands closer to you than usuallystands closer to you than usuallystands closer to you than usually stands closer to you than usually 
acceptable. An Afghan’s sense of personal acceptable. An Afghan’s sense of personal 
space is less compared to mostspace is less compared to mostspace is less compared to most space is less compared to most 
westerners. westerners. 
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